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Examiner 
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Art Unit 
3627 





Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. j , 

- If the oeriod for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

. If lIS'4riod for repj tst^fied above, the maximum statuto^ period will apply and v«ll expire SIX (6) MONJHS f^^^^ communication. 

- Failureto reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.5.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if tmely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1 1 October 2004. 
2aM This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) M is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 4 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1z3 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: 3)0 accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152, 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(aHd) or (f). 
a)D All b)n Some * 0)0 None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Amendment 

1 . Applicant's submittal of an amendment was entered on October 1 1 , 2004, wherein: 
claims 1-4 are pending; 
claini 4 has been withdrawn; 
claims 1-3 have been amended; and 
claim 4 has been added. 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1 -3, drawn to a system for purchasing and selling products, classified in 
class 705, subclass 26. 

II. Claim 4, drawn to a method of conductmg transactions using a multifunctional 
graphical icon, classified in class 705, subclass 27. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions I and II are related as product and process of use. The inventions can be 
shown to be distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) the process for using the 
product as claimed can be practiced with another materially different product or (2) the product 
as claimed can be used in a materially different process of using that product (MPEP 

§ 806.05(h)). In the instant case the product can be used in a materially different process of that 
product. For example. Invention I (claim 1) does not require "forming a multifunctional 
graphical icon" as required by Invention II (claim 4). 
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3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the search required 
for Group I is not required for Group II, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 
proper. 

5. Newly submitted claim 4 is directed to an invention that is independent or distinct from 
the invention originally claimed for the reasons set forth above in paragraphs 2-4. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for prosecution 
on the merits. Accordingly, claim 4 is withdrawn from consideration as being directed to a non- 
elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 6,016,504 (Arnold) in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,006,200 (Boies). 

Regarding claim 1, Arnold et al. discloses a system for purchasing and selling products 
and services electronically on-line, which comprises: a computer platform (see Figure 1 A; 
customer platforms lAOl-1 A04) comprised of a customer operated computing device of 
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initiating and completing a muitistep process of transaction required to effect the purchase of 
products or services online; a vendor platform (see Figure 1 A; merchant 1 Al 1) comprised of 
potential vendors of said products and services demanded by the customer platform (lAOl- 
1A04) and consisting of a responsive electronic computer network (see Figure 1 A, World Wide 
Web 1 A09) capable of responding on-line to supply the products and services to the customer 
platform; and a transfer service means (see Figure 1 A; Virtual Outlet 1 AID) which is capable of 
conducting dynamic, interactive electronic commerce between the customer platform and 
vendor platform to effectuate and complete the purchase sought to be made by said customer 
platform; [claim 2] the system utilizes a dynamic transaction object (see web browser in Figure 
1 A) for purposes of initiating, modifying, monitoring and completing said online purchase 
transaction, and which con^prises a multifunctional graphic icon created on a customer platform 
computer screen and which is cable of receiving, storing, and displaying data received ftom the 
transfer service means, and having incorporated thereon a number of discrete interactive areas 
capable of being viewed or activated by means of the customer platform in order to monitor or 
execute various steps comprising said line transaction; (claim 3] (as best understood) said 
dynamic transaction object (see web browser in Figure 1 A). 

Arnold fails to disclose the use of a trusted third party to conceal the identity of the 
customer from the vendors. 

Boies teaches the use of a method of concealing the identity of the customer from 

vendors (see column 1, lines 37-50). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Arnold with identity protection taught by Boies, because concealing the 
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identity of a customer from vendors reduces the opportunity of untrusted parties to have access 
to customer profile information. 

Response to Arguments 

7, Applicant's arguments filed December 26, 2004 have been fiiUy considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

All arguments are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. AppUcant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action, hi the event a first reply is filed v^thin TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action, hi no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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9. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Jim McClellan whose telephone number is (703) 305-0212. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 to 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olsizewski, can be reached at (703) 308-5183. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 1 13. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



(703) 872-9306 (Official communications) or 
(703) 746-35 1 6 (Informal/Draft communications). 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA, 7*** floor receptionist. 



Commissioner of Patent and Trademarks 
Washington D.C. 20231 



or faxed to: 
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December 26, 2004 



